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Bombay European Government Servants. 


MEMORIAL TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA. 


The following memorial, relative to the position 
of economic difficulty in which they are placed by 
the rise in the cost of living and the fall in exchange, 
has been addressed to the Secretary of State for 
India by the officials of the Council of the Bombay 
Presidency Association of European Government 
Servants. 

To The Right Honourable Viscount PEEL, G.B.E., 

His Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 

May it please Your Lordship, 

We are desired by the Council of the Bombay 
Presidency Association of European Government 
Servants to place certain considerations before 
Your Lordship relating to the present position of 
European Government Servants in this Presidency. 
Contented service by the European Servant of 
Government is necessary to the ordered progress 
of India along the path marked down for her by 
Parliament, and were it but for that reason alone, 
the considerations urged in this memorial deserve 
Your Lordship’s most earnest attention. Contented 
service is at present impossible. and if in this memorial 
we dwell more on our own disabilities than on the 
danger to India generally, it is not because we are 
unmindful of the latter, but because dire necessity 
compels us to put our own difficulties in the fore- 
front. 

2. It is now, Your Lordship, nearly eighteen 
months since the Government of India, after admitting 
the hardship caused to the services by the rise in 
the cost of living and the fall in exchange, declared 
in language unprecedented in severity “‘ their definite 
decision that they were not prepared to take any 
steps” in the direction of a revision of pay. Up till 
the present time, in spite of much praise and many 
promises, that decision has been maintained, and 
nothing has been done to relieve the economic 
pressure on Kuropean Government Servants, which has 
now become exacerbated by eighteen months of 
continued high prices and low exchange. We are to 
represent to Your Lordship, with all the gravity of 
language that we can command, that many of the 
members of this Association have almost reached 
the limits of endurance. Unless Your Lordship is 
able to give some immediate alleviation of their 
difficulties, they will shortly, as the reward of many 
years’ devoted service to the Empire, be driven by 





sheer economic necessity to abandon the work in 
which their heart still remains in order to seek careers 
elsewhere. 

3. We believe that it is no longer necessary to. 
adduce argument to show Your Lordship that many 
classes of European Government Servants have not 
for some time been able to live on their pay and have 
no prospect of being able to do so. This has been 
officially admitted, and is no longer denied in any 
responsible quarter. The Public Services Commission, 
appointed in 1912 because the rates of pay of the 
Indian Services were then recognised to be inadequate, 
admitted that the rise in prices in the preceding 20 
years was 40 per cent.; and since 1914 there has 
been a further rise in the general level of prices in 
India of 60 per cent. The total increase in prices 
since 1894 has therefore been 120 per cent., and to 
meet this increase the services have been given 
increases of pay which vary from 8 per cent. in the 
L.C.S. (as officially admitted by Sir William Vincent) 
to about 25 per cent. in the Forest Department. 
These percentages are in marked contrast with those 
granted to the provincial services, which are mainly 
Indian, and to the subordinate Indian services, in 
whose case the increase approached 100 per cent. 

4. We believe, though an attempt to elicit the 
facts from Mr. Montagu in the House of Commons 
met with no success, that His Majesty’s Secretary 
of State would not have consented to such low rates 
of increase in pay had not the exchange value of the 
rupee, at the time the revisions were sanctioned, 
been in the neighbourhood of two shillings. The 
collapse of exchange. coupled with a further rise in 
prices, had a disastrous effect on European Govern- 
ment Servants; this effect we may be permitted 
to illustrate by a single example. In March, 1920, 
which was approximately the time wher the revisions 
of pay were sanctioned, the cost of a Ist class P. and 
O. return passage was £102, which with exchange 
at 2s. 6d. was Rs. 816. By June, 1920, the cost of a 
Ist return passage had been raised to £157, at which 
figure it still remains: the cost in rupees at 1s. 4d. 
is Rs. 2,355, being an increase of nearly 200 per cent. 

5. In urging on Your Lordship the necessity of 
granting immediate relief to European Government 
Servants, we desire to make it clear that we are not 
asking for anything which the financial circumstances 
of India render impossible. The ideas are widely 
held that an undue proportion of the revenues of the 
country is already absorbed by payments to European 
officers, and that to give them further relief would 
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result in the starvation of the “nation building ” 
departments and the depletion of the public exchequer. 
The Government of India, doubtless for reasons 
which they regard as sufficient, have done much to 
foster and nothing to counteract this view; and 
as the services, owing to the Government Servants’ 
Conduct rules, have had only the Government’s 
official apologists to rely on, it is small wonder that 
the public has generally accepted this presentment 
of the case. 

6. We desire, however, to invite attention to the 
plain fact that the total cost of all Europeans in the 
service of the Government of Bombay in 1922 was 
only about 72 lakhs, or 4} per cent. of the total 
provincial expenditure of 1,600 lakhs. Another 
one per cent. of the total expenditure, or 16 lakhs per 
year, would be sufficient to give the European 
Servants of Government all the immediate assistance 
they require. 

7. When the demands of primary education on 
the public purse have been in question, 16 lakhs 
per year have been reckoned a small sum. In this 
Presidency in 1918-19 the expenditure on Education 
rose in one year from 80 lakhs to 108 lakhs; in 
1919-20 by a further 22 lakhs to 130 lakhs, and in the 
following year by 13 lakhs more; in 1921-22 the 
expenditure had risen to 172 lakhs; and in the 
coming year it is proposed to spend a further 16 
lakhs on the extension of primary education alone. 
It is not desired by arraying these facts to belittle 
the importance of primary education, but to establish 
the feasibility of finding the comparatively small 
sums required for the. European Services. 

8. In this connection we feel bound to point out 
that one factor which operates to postpone an improve- 
ment in the pay of European Government Servants 
is the extravagant pay now given to Indians in the 
higher branches of Government service. My Associa- 
tion speaks with some diffidence of the rates of pay 
proper to Indians, but it cannot but observe that 
Indian States are able to get Indians of the same 
calibre and qualifications as those in Government 
service at little more than half the rates, while the 
same Indian States, when they require a European 
officer, can only obtain him at rates higher thgn 
those paid by Government. It is suggested that the 
key to this situation lies in the fact that the pay fixed 
for Indians in the Imperial services is unnecessarily 
high, while the additional overseas pay granted to 
Europeans is, if regard be had to the additional 
expenditure entailed by their expatriation, absurdly 
low. 

9. Our Council also submits that this high cost 
of the Indian administration is responsible for much 
of the dissatisfaction and impatience that is felt by 
the Indian politician, who sees that the rapid Indian- 
isation of the administration is impossible unless 
Indianisation means decreased cost. 

10. We are therefore to suggest to your Lordship 
that a revision of the pay of the services is necessary, 
which should definitely recognise that the European 
servant is here, as the Secretary of State’s agent, to 





do work of a special kind during a period of transi- 
tion. During this period, while the Indianisation 
of the services is in progress and the number of 
Europeans is being reduced to a minimum, the 
conditions of pay and service of Europeans should be 
wholly regulated by the Secretary of State. The 
rates of pay for Indians should be entirely distinct, 
and their pay and conditions of service should be 
regulated by the Indian Government. Our Council 
conceive that it might be found convenient that the 
rates of pay for Europeans should be split into two 
factors, consisting of the basic Indian pay and an 
overseas allowance ; but if this were done, it would 
have to be clearly understood that any alteration in 
the basic pay, so far as it affected Europeans, would 
require the sanction of the Secretary of State. The 
justification for this is that the European’s retention 
in the service of India at this stage is only justified 
by his possession of certain special qualities which 
are not yet sufficiently developed in the Indian 
administrator; and the rate of pay necessary to 
retain him in efficient service cannot in any way 
be deduced from, or be made referable to, the pay 
which is found to be sufficient for the Indian. 

11. Iam also to invite attention to the inadequacy 
of the pensions of the European Government Servant 
generally. In the British Civil Service and also in 
the Provinicial and Subordinate Indian Services the 
amount of pension bears some definite relation to the 
pay of the pensioned officer. That is not so in the 
case of the Imperial Indian Services, whose pension 
is often a small fraction, varying considerably and 
arbitrarily for different officers of their final pay. 
The pensions of many services now do no more than 
afford a bare subsistence and we suggest that in 
considering their improvement, regard may be had 
to the principle, generally accepted elsewhere, of 
establishing some definite relation between pension 
and final pay for all services. 

12. Also our Council desires me to bring pro- 
minently to Your Lordship’s notice the position of 
many Europeans recruited in India, who are members 
of Provincial Services. These men were not recruited 
directly by the Secretary of State, but they were 
recruited at a time when their conditions of service 
were controlled by an administration responsible in 
all matters to the Secretary of State, and whose 
standards and ideals were different from those of an 
Indian administration to-day. These officers are 
still domiciled in England, and the burden of cost of 
passages, of education of children, and of other 
overseas expenditure is no less heavy on them than 
on their confréres in the Imperial Services. The 
question of an improvement in their conditions of 
services is not complicated by questions of recruii- 
ment, since the Provincial Services will in future 
recruit only Indians. My Committee desire to 
support the principle that Europeans recruited into 
the Provincial Services before the introduction of 
Reforms, should if domiciled in Europe be admitted 
to the privilege of the European Service Leave Rules 
and be eligible for the grant of a special overseas 
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pay in addition to the rates of pay fixed for Indians 
in their service. 

13. In conclusion, and by way of recapitulation, 
our Council would ask Your Lordship to believe that 
it is extremely distasteful to have to approach Your 
Lordship with a prayer for the amelioration of our 
financial condition, But the Europeans in Govern- 
ment Service are now for the most part seriously 
embarrassed, and many are in dire distress ; and our 
Council is perhaps in a better position than your 
Lordship to realise how seriously these conditions are 
already affecting the Indian administration, and 
how soon they must, if they are allowed to continue. 
result in real disaster. Our Council therefore earnestly 
request for measures of immediate relief, and ask 
Your Lordship to bear in mind that European Govern- 
ment Servants are now so heavily in debt that con- 
siderable retrospective effect must be given to these 
measures. An endeavour has been made in this 
memorial to indicate the lines along which relief 
could be given without adding seriously to the cost 
of administration, and with the effect of actually 
assisting India along the path which Parliament has 
laid down for her progress. 

14. The Association is aware that it has recently 
been suggested in certain quarters that investigation 
by a Royal Commission should precede the grant of 
relief to the services. This is a matter on which we 
do not presume to advise Your Lordship; we recog- 
nise that the problem is a grave one, for the solution 
of which Your Lordship is entitled to the most 
authoritative advice that is, or can be made, available. 
But the Association would most respectfully insist 
that, if a Royal Commission is to be appointed, it is 
absolutely essential that provisional measures of 
relief should be sanctioned at once, pending the 
submission and consideration of the Commission’s 
Report. 

15. The Council of the Bombay Presidency 
European Government Servants’ Association pray 
that Your Lordship will give very early and sym- 
pathetic consideration to this representation. 

Signed on behalf of the Council of the 
Bombay Presidency Association of 
European Government Servants, 

E. M. PRATT, President. 
H. F. KNIGHT, Hon. Secretary. 

Bombay, January, 1923. 








Request for Pathological Material. 





Dr. A. Stanley Griffith requires material from cases of 
tuberculosis in horses, dogs and cats, for the purpose of 
studying th bacteriological characters of strains of tubercle 
bacilli. 

Will veterinary surgeons who are willing to co-operate 
kindly forward the specimens to the Field Laboratories 
(University of Cambridge), Milton, Cambridge ? 

The material must be sent fresh without preservative, 
accompanied by a short précis of the post-mortem findings. 

Specimen bottles will be provided (or returned) and 
postal expenses defrayed. 





Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 





CENTENARY COMMITTEE. 





The following influential and widely representative 
committee has been formed in connection with the celebra- 
tion of the Centenary of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh :— 

His Grace The Duke of Buccleuch, K.T., His Grace The 
Duke of Richmond and Gordon, K.G., His Grace The 
Duke of Atholl, K.T., His Grace The Duke of Roxburghe, 
K.T., His Grace The Duke of Sutherland, The Most 
Honourable The Marquess of Tweeddale, The Most 
Honourable The Marquess of Linlithgow, The Most 
Honourable The Marquess of Graham, The Right Honour- 
able The Earl of Moray, The Right Honourable The Earl 
of Strathmore, The Right Honourable The Earl of Stair, 
The Right Honourable The Earl of Minto, The Right 
Honourable The Earl of Ancaster, The Right Honourable 
The Earl of Dalkeith, The Right Honourable Viscount 
Novar, The Right Honourable Lord Elphinstone, The 
Right Honourable Lord Lamington, G.C.M.G., The Right 
Honourable Lord Forteviot, The Right Honourable Lord 
Salvesen, P.C., The Right Honourable Lord Alness, The 
Right Honourable Lord Murray, The Right Honourable 
The Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 

Lord Dalmeny, Sir Hugh Shaw-Stewart, Bart., C.B., 
Sir A. Buchan-Hepburn, Bart., Sir R. W. Buchanan- 
Jardine, Bart., Sir Robert Usher, Bart., Sir John Stewart- 
Clark, Bart., The President of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh, The President of the Royal College of 
Physicians of Edinburgh, The Right Honourable Sir Henry 
Craik, M.P., Sir George A. Berry, M.P., Principal Sir J. 
Alfred Ewing, K.C.B., General Sir Francis J. Davies, 
K.C.B., General Sir Layton Blenkinsop, K.C.B., General 
Sir Frederick Smith, K.C.M.G. 

Sir Isaac Connell, Sir Samuel Chapman, M.P., Sir John 
R. Findlay, K.B.E., Sir Harry Hope, Sir Richard Mackie, 
Sir Robert Maule, Sir John M’Fadyean. LL.D., Sir Malcolm 
Smith, Sir Stewart Stockman. 

General W. Dunlop Smith, D.G., A.V.8., C.B., C.M.G., 
General R. Gordon-Gilmour, C.B. 

John Alison, Esq., M.A., LL.D., Robert Anderson, Esq., 
Professor J. H. Ashworth, D.Se., F.R.S., Professor T. 
Hudson Beare, B.Sc., Honourable Robert Bruce, A. K. 
Cameron, Esq., M.R.C.V.S.,, J. B. Clark, Esq., M.A., 
Alexander Cowan, Esq., H. Dryerre, Esq., M.R.C.8., 
L.P.C.P., Captain W. E. Elliot, M.P., Wm. Elliot, Esq., 
David Ferrie, Esq., Patrick J. Ford, Esq., M.P., G. H. 
Gemmell, Esq., F.1C., James R. Gibb., Esq., Advocate, 
W. King Gillies, Esq., M.A., Arthur Gofton, Esq., F.R.C.V.8., 
Wm. Graham, Esq., M.P., T. Grahame, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., 
J. Russell Greig, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., James Henderson, 
Esq., M.R.C.V.S., J. M. Hogge, Esq., M.P., J. Howard 
Jones, Esq., O.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., Alex. Lauder, Esq., 
D.Se., Principal A. P. Laurie, D.Sc., R. Stewart Mac- 
dougall, Esq., M.A., D.Sc., C. Machattie, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., 
D. L. M’Whirter, Esq., B.Se., M.R.C.V.S., D. C. Matheson, 
Esy., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., C. H. Milne, Esq., M.A., 
W. M. Mitchell, Esq., M.C., B.Se., M.R.C.V.S., William 
C. Miller, Esy., M.R.C.V.S., W. W. Peggie, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 
David W. Pentland, Esq., Vivian Phillips, Esq., M.P., 
C. E. Price, Esq., Captain Iain Ramsay, E. J. H. Sewell, 
Esq., M.R.C.V.8., Professor J. Lorrain Smith, M.D., 
F.R.S., G. Bertram Shields, Esq., J. R. C. Smith, Esq., 
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John Taylor, Esq., M.R.C.V.8., Professor Alexis Thomson, 
C.M.G., Phipps O. Turnbull, Esq., Professor J. A. Scott 
Watson, B.Sc., J. W. Wilkinson, Esq. 

President of the Students’ Representative Council: 
Secretary of the Students’ Representative Council. 

Major A. Baird, M.R.C.V.S., Chairman of Centenary 
Committee. 

Dr. T. G. Nasmyth, Vice-Chairman of Centenary 
Committee. 

Professor R. G. Linton, Hon. Secretary of Centenary 
Committee. 

Harry Rawson, Esq., ©.B.E., D.L., 19 Royal Terrace, 
Edinburgh, W. Slater Brown, Esq., C.A., 45 Queen Street, 
Edinburgh, Joint Hon. Treasurers of the Centenary 
Committee. 

Principal O. Charnock Bradley, Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

A. Sim, Esq., J.P., Organiser of Bazaar, Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


The Shire Show. 


The Shire Horse continues to draw well in a dual sense, 
the centrality of the Show hall also contributing to 
emphasise the limitations of Islington upon Royal visit 
days. 

Perhaps the most illuminating comments heard from the 
point of view of the prospects of the Shire and his show 
fell from the lips of laymen in connection with the severity 
of the judging. If the standard of rejection was high- 
and some of the old-standing mares, passed sound year 
after year, were sent back—it is a welcome sign that 
increasing discredit is being placed upon the doctrine 
reached in connoction with our heavy breeds, that mass 
may justifiably cover a multitude of sins. Thus it came 
about that, not only in visible conformation, but in that 
far more important respect, tactile quality, the exhibits 
were above the average. During the last two years heavy 
horses have depreciated seriously in value, while the 
almost farcical expenses in connection with showing have 
scarcely decreased—hence an entry reduction of virtually 
a hundred ; but, inasmuch as the show standard leaves its 
impress in some degree throughout the breed in succeeding 
seasons, standard maintenance in the lean years wil 
bring its reward in the more substantial times that should 
come with the disappearance of the fleets of ex-Army 
motor vehicles. Unfortunately, it was amply proved 
when the show auction sales took place that those times 
are not yet. 

As for the animals exhibited, it is for the student of 
genetics to explain the self-evident fact that in a given 
year the males should be so far exceeded in all-round 
excellence by the opposite sex. It began with the yearling 
colts and fillies, and the outstanding feature of the show 
was the magnificence of the mares. 

An innovation was the presentation, in several classes, 
of the Shire as he appears in harness—i.e., at his best. 
It is the working horse that is wanted by firm and farmer, 
and the exhibition of animals that have stood the test of 
wear is as fitting a feature of such an occasion as is the 
presence of the typical show mare and stallion. It is 
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not too much to say that Thursday’s step towards getting 
down—or up—to the judging of the premier draught 
breed at work constitutes the chief claim to distinction 
held by this year’s show. 

The five animals (two stallions and three mares), by 
means of which it is hoped to elicit Canadian commendation 
for the Shire and consequent business for the breeder 
should, with nice regard to Canadian preferences in point 
of type and breeding, splendid embodiment of the principles 
of draught-horse rearing for which the Society stands. 

One noted the presence of a considerable number of 
practitioners, but could not fail to be impressed by the 
fact that an excellent opportunity of familiarising them- 
selves with desirable points in a Shire was being missed by 
London students. The paucity of their representation 
may have been partly due to the surely remediable absence 
of accommodation in the matter of the prices of admission. 








The Right Hon. T. R. Ferens, P.C., J.P., High 
Steward of Hull, has consented to accept the office 
of President of the Thirty-fourth Congress of The 
Royal Sanitary Institute, to be held at Hull from 
July 30th to August 4th, 1923. 


Obituary. 


Monsieur Maurice BLanc. 

Officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps who were acquainted with 
Monsieur Maurice Blanc during his association with the 
British Expeditionary Force, France, as interpreter to 
the Director of Veterinary Service, wil! hear with much 
regret of his death, which occurred at Paris on the 22nd 
January, 1923, at the early age of thirty-five years. His 
faithful services for nearly four years dating from almost 
the commencement of the war will be gratefully remem- 
bered. 


A CORRECTION. 


Captain John P. Price, B.Se., M.R.C.V.S., of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, requests us to publish a 
refutation of the faulty information contained under the 
heading ‘ Appointment” in our issue of February 17th, 
in which it was announced that he had been appointed 
Veterinary Inspector for Montrose. This is not the case, 
and the mistake, which we greatly regret, arose from the 
misinterpretation of an announcement in an Irish paper 
relative to a gentleman of similar name. 


At Swansea Police Court on February 12th, Nathan 
Phillips, a shoeing-smith, was summoned for obtaining 
5s. and £1 under the pretence that he was a veterinary 
surgeon and an inspector under the Board of Agriculture, 
the prosecutor having allowed the defendant to examine 
cattle for foot-and-mouth disease and paying up on 
request. The case was adjourned for three months on 
defendant promising to abstain from similar actions in 
future. 
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ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY 
COLLEGE CENTENARY. 


We are now in a position to give further particulars 
respecting the scheme for the Centenary Celebrations 
to be held in November next at the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

There are to be the functions customary to such an 
occasion on Tuesday and Wednesday, 27th and 
28th November, followed by a three days’ Bazaar 
that will occupy the rest of the week. The object 
of the Bazaar is to raise a Fund for the foundation 
of a Centenary Post-Graduate Fellowship as a per- 
manent memorial of an outstanding event in the 
history of veterinary science in this country. 

The Centenary Committee have decided upon a 
Fellowship because they are convinced that such a 
memorial is fitting as a natural sequence to the 
work of the Founder of the College. The whole of 
William Dick’s life was devoted to the advancement 
of veterinary education and the veterinary profes- 
sion; and, on his death, he left the whole of his 
estate for this purpose. It was felt, therefore, that 
a Fellowship would be consistent with the aims of 
Dick, inasmuch as it would benefit the profession 
as a whole. It is expected that the Fellowship will 
be placed on a financial basis sufficient to enable 
the holder to pursue advanced study and research 
in laboratories at home and abroad. Whatever 
knowledge is thus accumulated will naturally be at 
the service of the veterinary profession as a whole, 
and thus benefit veterinary science in general. 

There can be little doubt that the scheme will 
appeal to every member of the profession, and we 
venture to suggest that it is a duty incumbent upon 
every member to further the project to the full 
extent of his ability and opportunity. 

An occasion like a centenary affords an opportunity 
to urge with some cogency the claims of veterinary 
science upon the public, and it is an occasion, more- 
over, when something can be done to demonstrate 
that the profession is a united body---notwithstanding 
fictitious evidence to the contrary. A centenary 
does not occur every day, and the most should be 
made of it. 

An examination of the list of the Centenary Com- 
mittee on page 149 produces a pleasing sense of 
satisfaction; for seldom, if ever, have so many 
truly influential men given their names in support 
of any veterinary movement. 
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The Gloved Fist. 


By W. Brown, M.R.C.V.S. 


The University attack upon our “One Portal 
System ”’ carried on, in its public aspect, through the 
medium of a newspaper always ready to further the 
interests of that section of the community for whom 
such institutions exist, has inevitably developed 
along the promising line presented to it by the offer 
of the Ministry of Agriculture to found a Professor- 
ship at Cambridge. 


In the course of a leading article welcoming the 
decision of the University to accept the offer as the 
first step towards the establishment of an institution 
of research in animal pathology, The Times of 
February 19th presents the following remarkable 
combination of patronage, reproof and suggestion :—- 


“Tt is true, undoubtedly, that lack of funds has 
prevented the veterinary profession from pursuing 
the investigation of animal pathology with the zeal 
and success which have attended the work of the 
medical profession. But it is not the whole truth. 
Jealously guarding the narrow portals through which 
alone students can gain the qualification to practise, 
the profession has chosen to remain isolated from the 
general stream of scientific research and education. 
It is to be hoped that its members will have the wisdom 
to adopt a differenti attitude. The Institute cf 
Animal Pathology will require close co-operation 
with veterinarians, and the measures of prevention 
and treatment that it may discover will have to be 
applied for the most part by qualified veterinary 
practitioners. The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons will do well to seek the advice and the 
co-operation of the Universities with regard to the 
standard of the entrance examinations, the ordering 
of the curriculum, and the examinations for qualitica- 
tion. By so doing the Royal College will raise the 
status of the profession and enable it to take its right 
place in the advancement and the application of 


knowledge.” 


These statements, in the light of past events, 
make illuminating reading. It was*a comparatively 
recent number of The Record which contained, in a 
reply to an even more directly frontal attack upon 
our one portal system, an expression of opinion that 
it was the aim of the Universities to secure for them- 
selves the staff plums which the scientific side of the 
profession has to offer, together with the sums for 
the furtherance of research work for which the 
R.C.V.S. has ever pleaded in vain, leaving to bona fide 
veterinarians and their institutions the precarious 
pursuit of clinical routine. 


The veterinary profession is to pay, in this deviation 
of its dues, the penalty for a loyalty to the public 
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weal which guarantees a uniform and satisfactory 
standard of attainment to be possessed by its 
graduates ; it is, in fact, to be irretrievably deprived 
of all prospect of the remedying of that “lack of 
funds’ which “has prevented the veterinary pro- 
fession from pursuing the investigation of animal 
pathology with the zeal and success which have 
attended the work of the medical profession.” 


The magnificent military service of a profession 
handicapped, in its preparatory civil existence, by 
the absence of that pecuniary support so freely 
accorded to other branches of scientific research, 
might have stood as a sufficient guarantee of a 
quid pro quo being given for the financial assistance 
necessitated to grapple with diseases in connection 
with the causation of which research work is required. 
One may remind The Times, moreover, that veterinary 
science possesses no monopoly of these diseases. 


So far from the profession desiring to remain 
isolated from the general stream of scientific research 
and education, it has never ceased to struggle against 
the seclusion enforced upon it by authority deaf 
to all tones, however insistent, but those of the 
’Varsity—-and they, it seems, have but to suggest. 


“The Institute of Animal Pathology will,’ we are 
told, “ require close co-operation with veterinarians ”’ 
—but not so close that it might be suggested that 
veterinarians should have any authority over, or 
any representation in the management of, the 
institute—that they should expect, indeed, to do 
more than apply most (though not all) of the measures 
of prevention and treatment that may be discovered 
there. 


It is in return for this princely concession--as 
princely in expression as in concepiion—that the 
R.C.V.S. is to come cap in hand to the Universities 
and beseech them to be graciously pleased to place 
therein minute instructions as to the standard of 
examinations, both entrance and qualifying, and the 
ordering of the curriculum in general. 


Many practitioners will beg leave to doubt either 
that the status of the Royal College will be raised by 
this merging or submerging—of an entity of proven 
worth, or that the substitution for the policy of 
that body of an insidious scheme to provide a medley 
of standards of professional attainment for men who 
are too class-conscious to go to one of our recognised 
colleges can react to the benefit of veterinary research 
or education. ‘ 


The College has done its duty to the country in a 
degree to which lack of governmental financial support 
has been the sole limitation ; the country should give 
credit and money where credit and money are due, 
refusing to acquiesce in the stultification of the 
legitimate activities of the veterinary profession and 
its scientific representatives by the pernicious proposal 
to subordinate their interests, together with those 
of the general public and even of veterinary science 
itself, to those of the Universities, ; 
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Clinical Report. 


Ths Kditor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reporte of interesting cases 





Paralysis of the Larynx in a Horse. 


By W. Waters, M.R.C.V.S., Halstead. 


Subject-An unbroken cart colt, four years old. 


History was called to attend this colt on~ 


January 19th, and found that he had been out at 
grass all the winter and had appeared to be in very 
good health. On January 18th he and another 
colt were run up loose from the meadow to the farm- 
yard, which was a short distance away, when the 
colt in question was noticed io be gasping for breath, 
with its mouth wide open, and in a white sweaty 
lather. After a short time these acute symptoms 
of distress passed off, when he ate a little food. Next 
day, as he still appeared to be ill, the owner sent for 
me to see him. 

Symptoms.—-The colt was in good condition, Lut 
had a slinky appearance. Temperature was normal. 
On examination of his throat externally, he appeared 
to have a difficulty in swallowing, and although 
showing no signs of a cough, he was inclined to roar 
when excited. Examination of his mouth revealed 
nothing abnormal beyond a necrotic slough at the 
end of the tongue and an increased supply of ropy 
saliva. There was a slight discharge of pus from a 
small wound in the superior maxilla on the off side, 
the result of a kick on the Jaw two years previously, 
but there was no sign of nasal gleet, nor of any diffuse 
swelling on that side of the face to denote septicemia. 
The horse was off his feed, and when tempted with 
anything fresh would eat a mouthful very carefully 
and then turn away from the manger. 

Diagnosis.—As the animal had no rise of tempera- 
ture, I was unable to explain the throat lesions 
satisfactorily, but was inclined to suspect the presence 
of a foreign body, such as a piece of wire or bramb!e, 
lodged in the larynx. Owing to the colt being 
unbroken and resenting the use of a mouth-gag and 
twitch, I was unable to confirm my _ suspicions, 
especially as his breathing soon became distressed 
when he got excited. 

Treatment.—-Liquid blister to his throat, wiih a 
pot. chlor. and belladonna electuary applied io the 
tongue. 

January 22nd.—-I visited the colt again and found 
that the temperature had risen 1° to 101° F. There 
did not appear to be much difference either way, 
except that once or twice daily afier irying to cat 
he was stated by the owner to be very disiressed, 
gasping for breath with his mouth wide open, but 
after coughing violently he would get all right again 
for the time being. I was again unable io find any 
definite lesions by external and oral examinaiion. 

January 25th._-I was pleased to find that the colt 
was feeding well when I arrived, and that he aie a 
stone or more of hay without ceasing whilst I waiched 
him. His temperature was now 102° F.; he looked 
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brighter, therefore I was inclined to be more optimistic 
in spite of the gradual rise in temperature and the 
report of the owner to the effect that he had had a 
very bad attack of choking or coughing the evening 
before. The slough on the tongue was nearly healed, 
but he was still inclined to roar if pulled about during 
examination. 

January 28th.—I received a message to say the 
animal was dead, his owner stating that he fed well 
all day on January 25th (day of last visit), but refused 
all food next day. As he also showed symptoms 
of pneumonia for the first time, he was confident 
that the case would end fatally, so he did not let me 
know of the relapse, death taking place at mid-day 
on January 28th. 

Post-mortem.—-The ultimate cause of death was 
gangrenous pneumonia, undoubtedly due to food 
entering the lungs via the larynx. The latter was a 
dirty-brown colour, was not ulcerated, and contained 
no foreign body. The mouth and pharynx were 
normal. The wound in jaw led to a very small 
cavity containing a piece of diseased bone about the 
size of a sixpence. All other organs were healthy. 

Remarks.—-I am of the opinion that this horse 
was suffering from paralysis of the epiglotiis, even- 
tually causing pneumonia by allowing food to enter 
the lungs. I have seen two or three more or less 
similar cases during the past three years, but se 
far have been unable to determine the origin of the 
paralysed larynx. All the cases I have attended 
have died or have been destroyed. I should be glad 
to receive any information or criticism of the above 
case through the medium of your journal. 








Veterinary surgeons in Montgomeryshire have 
declined to perform work under the Diseases of 
Animals Act for the revised fees offered by the County 
Council. 


—_—_—__— 


In view of the confirmation of the existence of Rabies 
in a cat at Newcastle, Co. Down, Ireland, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries has issued an Order, the effect 
of which is to apply the provisions of the Importation of 
Dogs Order of 1914 and the Importation of Dogs (Amend- 
ment) Order of 1918 (No. 2) to all dogs imported into 
Great Britain from Ireland or the Isle of Man. 

These Orders prohibit the landing of imported dogs in 
this country except with a licence of the Ministry, and then 
only on the condition that the dog is removed forthwith 
to veterinary premises approved by the Ministry and 
specified in the licence, for detention and isolation thereon 
for a period of six calendar months. 

The Order applies to all classes of dogs and noexception 
therefrom can be made. Full particulars of the regulations 
and copies of the prescribed form of application can be 
obtained on application to the Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 4 Whitehall Place, London, 
S.W.1- 
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Association Reports. 


Mid-West and South Wales Veterinary Association. 


A quarierly meeting of this Association was held 
at Taylor's Restaurant, The Old Red House, Bath, 
on Thursday, 11th January, 1923, when Mr. W. D. 
Rees occupied the chair. 

There were also present Messrs. J. R. Hewer, J. 
R. Barker, C. E. Perry, A. E. Roberts 8. Codrington, 
W. R. Watson, R. Moore, A. 8. Adams, H. 8. Robinson, 
F. J. Margarson, B. Sayers, E. Sayers, W. 8. Stevens, 
A. W. Brasnett, W. A. Austin, J. Golledge, J. C. 
Coleman, W. T. D. Broad, J. Baxter, R. W. Hall, 
R Porch, W. M. Scott, Professor Walker Hall (Bristol 
University), Major J. Lloyd Still, Major F. J. Taylor 
and the Secretary, Mr. J. J. Aveston. Visitor: 
Mr. W. F. Aston. 

The Secretary read the summons convening the 
meeting. 

The Secrerary reported that he had wired Miss 
Cust congratulating her upon being admitted as a 
member of the profession, and that he had also 
written inviting her to be present at that meeting, 
to which she had replied thanking the members for 
their congraiulations, and intimating that but for 
a previous engagement she would have had pleasure 
in attending, but hoped to do so on some future 
occasion. 

The Secrerary read a letter from Mr. Buxton, 
expressing his regret at being unable to be present, 
and asking that the Association nominate a member 
to act as delegate to discuss the Scale of Fees under 
The Dairies Order. The name of Mr. W. 8. Stevens 
was proposed by Mr. J. J. Avesron, seconded by 
Major F, J. TAYLor, and, on being put to the meeting, 
was carried unanimously. Mr. Stevens, being present, 
kindly consented to act. 

A letter was read from the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, regarding their centenary and asking for 
support. After some little discussion it was pro- 
posed, seconded and agreed that the letter lie on the 
table until the next meeting. 

The Secretary said he had received a letter from 
Mr. H. Sumner, President R.C.V.S., regretting his 
inability to be present and hoping to be at the 
Association’s next meeting. . 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved 
and confirmed. 

Mr. R. Porc, in introducing the resolution standing 
to his name, explained that his reasons were mainly 
that, owing to tuberculin being obtainable by anyone, 
the way was open to possible misuse, and sometimes 
fraudulent misuse, especially regarding the tests for 
herds producing Grade A or Ceriified Milk. Several 
instances were reported by members where tuber- 
culin had been administered by persons other than 
veterinary practitioners, and the possibility of inert 
or stale vaccines being supplied to the public was 
dealt with at ler gth. 
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The matter was fully debated, and ultimately the 
resolution was put, with slight amendments, as 
under :— 

That the members of the Mid-West and South 
Wales Veterinary Association wish to bring before 
the N.V.M.A. the fact that tuberculin can now be 
obtained by anyone, and desire the National to 
take such steps as it might deem necessary to 
endeavour to ensure that in future tuberculin for 
the testing of animals be supplied to qualified 
Veterinary Surgeons only, in the interests of 
both stock owners and the State. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. STEVENS, 
and carried unanimously, 

Mr. J. J. Aveston moved, “ That a donation of 
£10 10s. be given to the Victoria Benevolent Fund 
from this Association’s funds.” In introducing the 
subject he said that in this way the President for the 
time being would be a member of the Association, 
This was seconded by Mr. Apams, when the Cuatr- 
MAN read an extract from the rules, and it appeared 
that the donation would not have the desired effect 
of giving representation. He therefore suggested 
it would be better to give an annual subscription. 
Mr. Moore moved that, instead of the donation, an 
annual subscription be made of £2 2s. This, how- 
ever, failing to find a seconder, the resolution was put 
and carried unanimously. 

It was decided, on the motion of Mr. Wa'rson, 
seconded by Mr. ApaAmMs, to nominate the President, 
Mr. W. D. Rees, as a representative for South Wales 
on the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons The Prestpent said he would do all in 
his power if elected, and the meeting promised loyal 
and unqualified support, many members pledging 
themselves to work for the end of obtaining Mr. 
Rees’ election. 

As it would mean a considerable amount of corres- 
pondence, the Secretary was empowered to employ 
any help he should need in this direction. 


A Few Paruo.oaic AND THERAPEUTIC ELEMENTALS: 
THetrR APPLICATION IN GENERAL PRACTICE. 


Mr. W. M. Scorr (Bridgwater) presented for dis- 
cussion the following paper on the above subject, 
the essay having been previously printed and circu- 
lated among the members :-- 


INTRODUCTION. 


After two years as President of this vigorous 
Association I fully expected you would have allowed 
me to merge again into obscurity, but a command 
from your President to read a paper before you left 
me no option but to obey. I must confess, however, 
the privilege of addressing you is not without pleasure, 
if I forget my own incompetence, for I entertain a 
very warm feeling towards the Mid-West and South 
Wales Society and for all the good fellows who are 
members of it. 

The question which confronted me was the choice 
of a subject, and instead of giving you a set one 
which is usual at these meetings, I thought we might 
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employ our time more usefully by making a general 
survey of our science and art--a sort of mental stock- 
taking of a few diseases-—especially from a scientific 
aspect. 

With this object in view I propose linking up 
Pathology and Therapeutics, and I do so without 
apology, for as Pathology has its foundation upon 
Physiology, successful and logical therapeutics must 
ever be inseparably bound to pathological data 
and facts. 

That we may achieve a broader outlook, therefore. 
let us detach ourselves pro tem. from our earth- 
bound sphere of activity and seek some fastness for 
solitude and thought. 

The field of Veterinary Science spread before us is 
extensive, and we will notice many broad acres under 
rich cultivation where the husbandmen have gathered, 
and are gathering in, a goodly harvest. These are 
the activity scenes of the master minds of our calling. 
Further afield, however, large areas are still fallow. 
The soil here is rich and ready to bring forth good 
fruit, but, alas! the labourers are few. What a boon 
to the public, what a beneficent reflection on the 
profession, it would be if all this barren soil were also 
under productive culture, but we must watch and 
persevere until our indifferent legislature assists us 
to bring about this Utopian ideal. 

The tendency of human thought in general is to 
concentrate on the larger essentials at the expense 
of the elementals, always forgetful of the fact that 
the big things of life invariably spring from insig- 
nificant fundamentals, and this is equally true of 
things medical. Take, for example, those diseases 
of an epizootic nature. Because they tend to strike 
low large numbers of animals periodically, considerable 
sums of money are spent upon their investigation 
and eradication. On the other hand sporadic 
diseases, which are always with us, and because they 
are sporadic, are left to the individual enthusiast to 
acquire, unaided, what knowledge of them he can, 
and yet, 1 venture to assert, the total yearly losses 
from these conditions alone run in this country into 
millions of lives and are greatly in excess of all the 
epizootic affections combined. It must be admitted 
that many animals which die prematurely would not 
do so if our clients were educated to the fact that it 
is in the early and not the terminal stage of disease 
that professional treatment should be undertaken. 
In all fairness, however, we must also confess that 
our knowledge of many of those sporadic diseases 
leaves much to be desired, and encouragement for 
research here is badly needed. 

With the object of stimulating, perhaps, deeper 
thought into these disorders, I propose discussing 
a few sporadic diseases met with in general practice. 
We practitioners as we get older tend to drift into a 
groove and to adopt rule of thumb practice, working 
automatically, and 1 fear often thinking automatically. 
This attitude is certainly easy, but it is also very 
dull, and that way true progress does not lie. I 
think the greatest happiness our calling offers con- 
sists of its infinite variety of patient and variety of 
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disease phases, but if our outlook is limited and our 
work mechanical, our interest at once becomes 
numbed. On the other hand, if we probe deeply 
into the elementals of diseases and their treatment, 
we shall there find both an interesting work and an 
absorbing hobby. Nearly every disease that animal 
flesh is heir to has as its root cause pathogenic 
bacteria, and although their presence may not be 
suspected or felt in the initial, they will certainly 
show their influence in the middle or terminal phases. 
Do we, as clinicians, recognise this fact sufficiently 
in practice ? 
Couic. 


It appears to me that in our text books there is a 
considerable degree of confusion in connection with 
the causes of many sporadic diseases, and in the light 
of our present day knowledge I opine that the pre- 
disposing are often grouped under actual causes. 
Take colic as an example. The causa causans are 
given as dietetic errors, chills, etc., which, to say the 
least, are not at all satisfying to the analytical mind. 
Animals, unlike human beings, live practically on 
raw, uncooked foods ; sterile provender is, therefore, 
almost unknown. We know that many pathogenic 
bacteria lead a saprophitic existence upon vegetable 
matter; can it then be wondered at that an animal 
eating germ-laden food must sometimes fall a victim 
to their effects ¢ Further, we must reckon with the 
normal bacterial inhabitants in the intestinal canal 
which readily become parasitic under conditions 
favourable to their growth. These conditions are 
bad or improper food, chill, debility, overwork, 
climatic changes, ete., but [ would group these as 
exciting causes and the actual cause as bacterial. 
In practice we recognise two forms of intestinal 
colic, flatulent and spasmodic. Why do we have 
flatulency in the one case and spasm in the other ? 
I may be told that succulent foods predispose to 
the former; but this is only a part answer to the 
question. Fermentation is the root cause, but what 
produces fermentation ‘ 

During the action of bacteria upon vegetable 
matter ferments, or enzymes, are formed, and it is 
a well-recognised fact that a very minute quantum of 
enzymes will split up or decompose a considerable 
quantity of vegetable compounds, with consequent 
gas formation. 

As regards spasmodic colic, the consensus of 
opinion probably is that the spasm is due to the 
passage along the intestine of foods of an indigestible 
and consequently irritating character, and that the 
action is therefore largely mechanical. This may 
be so up to a point, but beyond that I am convinced 
it is bio-chemical. The muscular coats are in a state 
of tonic tetany consequent upon the elaboration of 
bacterial toxins. In short, auto-intoxication takes 
place. These toxins act on the local nerve endings 
of the mucosa, but it is also permissible to conclude 
that they become absorbed and function through 
the blood stream upon the nervous system. If these 
observations are acceptable, it is not unreasonable 
to presume that in those cases where we get an excess 
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of enzyme we have clinical manifestations of the 
flatulent and, where toxins predominate, the spas- 
modic type. In the presence of these bacterial 
elements and their toxins we may be sure Nature is 
arranging her fighting forces. The cells of the 
mucosa become activated, mucous secretion is 
increased, and in due course antitoxins and anti- 
ferments develop which are largely responsible for 
the spontaneous recoveries one sees in practice. 
Production of these forces takes time, but I should 
like to remind you that the initial stage of colic does 
not begin with the first sign of pain. The factors 
which culminate in the condition we call colic may 
have their starting point one day or more previously, 
and it is only when the climax is reached that we 
have acute manifestations. During the preliminary 
period the pathological elementals are being detailed 
in their proper sequence, so to speak, while Nature, 
in the meantime, is marshalling her forces ready for 
the combat. If she fails, enteritis may follow, if 
she succeeds, provided intussusception, volvulus, 
or rupture do not supervene, resolution takes place. 


DIARRHEA. 

This is another common intestinal ailment, or, 
properly speaking, a symptom of a pathological 
condition usually having its seat in the alimentary 
canal. Various phases are seen in practice, from the 
mild to the severe, from the acute to the chronic. — In 
the milder forms one is quite justified in concluding 
that dietetic errors, excitement, etc., are actual 
causes, but in pronounced cases the bacterial element 
must here also take precedence. A catarrhal con- 
dition of the mucosa is established, and, if not counter- 
acted, ascending bacterial aggression follows, which 
may lead to enteritis, auto-infection and death; or 
the organisms may house themselves in the intestinal 
wall, with the production of gross lesions, examples 
of which are Johne’s disease and tuberculosis. There 
is another type of diarrhoea met with in practice, the 
pathogenesis of which has not received the attention 
its importance demands. I have in my mind those 
cases of adynamic fevers following upon such debili- 
tating affections, for example, as influenza in the 
horse, malignant catarrh ig the ox, and distemper in 
the dog Primarly, in these cases the intestines 
may not be removed from the normal, the infective 
focus being remote from the bowels. — Blood cultures 
in the majority of these cases reveal the presence of 
pathogenic bacteria with which the blood stream is 
already heavily charged, culminating in infective 
intestinal catarrh. ‘To emphasise this point. arsenical 
poisoning might be given as a useful illustration in 
support of this hypothesis. The older ideas with 
regard to the poisonous action of arsenic were thai 
its action was purely local and direct, and that death 
followed corrosive inflammation of the stomach and 
bowels, but it has been proved that if arsenic is 
absorbed from a wound or from a cutaneous surface, 
or if it is injected sub-cutaneously, gastro-intestinal 
inflammation follows, due to the absorption of 
arsenic into the blood, its separation by the mucous 
membrane and its oxidation in its passage exerting 
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thereby an irritant action. Why, then, in like 
manner should not bacteria and their toxins charging 
the blood stream have a pathological influence upon 
the gastro-intestinal mucosa ? Many authorities look 
upon the blood as a sterile fluid, and the presence of 
bacteria, to say the least, is short-lived, save in very 
advanced and grave cases of bacteremia. This may 
be true in human medicine, but it certainly requires 
qualifying in comparative pathology. After an 
examination of numerous blood cultures, I have been 
struck with the number of cases in praetice in which 
bacteria were present. To treat cases such as these 
with the usual intestinal astringents is surely treating 
the effect and leaving the cause untouched. 


LAMINITIS. 


The view has long been held that laminitis is 
caused by dietetic errors, over exertion, etc.; surely 
these are more exciting than actual causes. Metastasis 
is also given as another cause in certain forms of the 
disease; but here I think the word is somewhat un- 
fortunate. The dictionary defines it as change, or 
transformation. But can you conceive definite and 
gross pathogenic entities, such as inflammation of the 
lungs, bowels, or uterus, being suddenly changed 
or transformed into inflammation of the lamin ? 
I will readily admit that the graver clinical phenomena 
associated with inflammation of these viscera becomes 
reduced when involvement of the feet takes place. 
Perhaps the word extension offers a more accurate 
description of the actual pathological data in these 
cases. I am quite convinced that bacteria and their 
toxins are the root cause of laminitis. It matters 
not whether the infective elements are housed in 
the respiratory, alimentary or generative systems, 
the pathological forces are the same. Take the 
oud parturient form in the mare as an illustration. 
A severe case of dystokia and a retained placenta 
are, perhaps, the two most common sources of this 
condition. If swabs from the uterus are taken and 
examined, it will be found the matéries are teeming 
with bacteria, the most common of which are dip- 
lococci, streptococci and B. coli. Bacterial growth 
is so rapid that the system soon becomes charged in 
susceptible cases with their toxins; these exercise 
an irritating influence upon the lamina, especially 
in large, flat-footed animals. In like manner laminitis 
occurring after a long journey, coupled with, perhaps, 
the depressing influence of dietetic errors; drinking 
cold water while the body is heated or following 
super-purgation, etc., also give rise to bacterial 
development and auto-intoxication. A pertinent 
question may here be asked—-Why do not more cases 
of auto-intoxication culminate in laminitis? The 
answer, I think, is due partly to constitutional causes, 
partly to foot conformation. The largest number 
of cases is seen in full-blooded animals with abnor- 
mally high blood pressure, and here an excessive 
quantity of blood is driven under high pressure into 
the feet, which are incapable of expansion, and aggra- 
vation of the inflammatory condition becomes 
established. This, coupled with the fact that the 
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blood is charged with irritant toxic poisons, offers 
a feasible explanation of the inflammatory phenomena. 
There is another important point which deserves 
special mention. The presence of free toxin 
exercises a stimulating influence upon the _pro- 
tective mechanism with the formation of anti- 
toxic antibodies. Where these antibodies are 
sufficiently developed to link up free toxins, laminitis 
will not follow, where they are deficient, so-called 
fever in the feet is liable to occur. Up to now I 
have only aiiuded to auto-intoxication, but in severe 
and advanced cases the bacteria themselves may 
break through from their visceral confines, estab- 
lishing a definite auto-infection. In support of 
this contention, in some six or eight parturient 
laminitic cases I have demonstrated the presence of 
streptococci and diplococci in the blood stream by 
cultural and microscopical examinations. 


INFLAMMATION, 


How many of us look upon inflammation in any 
other than a hostile light—-it matters not whether 
the cause is traumatic, chemical or bacterial, and yet, 
on deeper thought, I suggest that such a view is not 
quite fair to Nature, for at every step in the process 
one can interpret her forethought, vigilance and 
masterly activity. Whether the condition is super- 
ficial or visceral, we must look upon the inflammatory 
area much in the light of a battlefield, with the 
combatant forces marshalled against each other, 
ready to do battle. The war zone is strewn with 
dead and dying cells and bacteria, and it is upon the 
severity of the warfare that the acuteness of the 
phenomena depends. We must also remember that, 
in nearly every disease which we as practitioners 
are called upon to treat, some phase of inflammation 
is to be noted. It behoves us, therefore, to make a 
close study of the subject and watch Nature’s tactics, 
so that we may the more readily understand how best 
we can help her. Wherever the situation and what- 
ever the cause, the underlying principles of inflam- 
mation, from the mildest to the most severe, are the 
same. Take, for example, the simplest form. A 
superficial area becomes bruised, and as a result of 
the impact cellular activity takes place, some cells 
dying as the result of the injury. These latter in the 
process of disintegration give off irritant chemical 
poisons which, in turn, aggravate the inflammatory 
re-action until the wandering cells have completed 
their removal. This may be cited as the most 
elementary form of inflammation. Where patho- 
genic bacteria invade the tissues a more complicated 
type is evolved. During their growth toxins are 
formed. If the toxin is mildly poisonous to cell life, 
it will stimulate cellular activity, hence a secreting 
cell will secrete more, and a supporting cell will 
reproduce more. If the toxin is distinctly toxic, it 
may cause cytoplasmic changes in the cell, such as 
cloudy swelling, granular and fatty degeneration, and, 
finally, death. The cells in the immediate vicinity 
of the toxic zone are obviously most severely affected, 
and all degrees of metabolic change are noticeable 
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as one passes from the central area to the outskirts. 
If the inflammatory area is richly supplied with blood 
the capillaries dilate, the serum oozes through the 
walls, the leucocytes escape, and a fight to the death 
begins. If the cellular and humeral elements of the 
body gain the mastery, the phagocytes scavenge 
the disintegrated bacteria, and the part soon returns 
to the normal, save for a slight thickening fibrosis 

which also, in due course, usually disappears. On 
the other hand, if the organisms hold sway, an acute 
inflammatory mass, cells and bacteria bathed in 
serum, develops. In the immediate centre, as the 
result of toxic poisoning, combined with food and 
oxygen starvation, large numbers of leucocytes, 
dead and dying, are to be found. These, with the 
serum and the bacteria now constitute pus. By the 
death and disintegration of the leucocytes a tryptic 
ferment is formed which has the power of auto- 
digestion—accounting for the pointing and bursting 
of an abscess, for the separation of a slough, and for 
the clearing up of an infective centre. Pus, therefore, 
may be looked upon as a by-product of inflam- 
mation, and, like many another by-product, it has 
its valuable uses, although, I fear, they may not be 
appreciated by many of us. Following upon Lister’s 
discoveries the practitioner was wont to look upon 
all pus in the light of an unclean thing, but it has 
always appeared to me that the attitude of our 
pre-Lister forebears was more logical in regard to 
pus than ours, for they recognised two kinds 

healthy or laudable, and unhealthy pus.  Laudable 
pus, rich in leucocytes which have fallen in the fight, 
indicate that Nature’s efforts have reached a very 
high standard. In consistence it is thick. slightly 
tenacious and creamy in colour, An animal dis- 
charging pus of this quality is seldom in danger of 
dying from septic intoxication or infection. On 
the other hand, unhealthy pus is thin, watery, and 
lacking in consistence, suggesting a deficient 
leucocytosis. In such cases the protective body 
mechanism belongs to a very low order, or bacterial 
aggression may be very pronounced, or both may be 
working in co-ordination, and life in these cases is 
usually in danger. In discussing the tryptic pus 
content which Nature uses as a means of cure by a 
process of auto-digestion, it is interesting to note that 
she also puts a limit upon its action, otherwise pus 
in an organ or tissue would “run riot” and cause 
gross lesions and death. The presence of pus stima- 
lates the development of an anti-tryptic power 
of the blood, saturating the tissues surrounding the 
abscess and acting thereby as a wholesome check. 
In those cases of multiple abscess it is permissible 
to conclude that the blood is deficient in anti-tryptic 
content, while, on the other hand, where a pus centre 
is surrounded by dense fibrosis, as, for example, in 
discomycosis, where a slough will not come away or 
where an infective centre will not clear up, it may be 
presumed that the pus tryptic content is deficient. 
Where a mucous membrane is inflamed, cellular 
activity and increased production of mucin and the 
throwing out of serous fluid take place, the discharge 
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being called sero- or muco-purulent. Where the 
condition is more acute the epithelial cells are cast off 
along with dead and dying leucocytes, constituting a 
purulent discharge. Where a visceral inflammation 
is being studied, as, for example, in pneumonia, 
the same underlying principles here obtain, blood 
vessels become gorged, serum escapes with diapedesis 
of leucocytes, fibrin formation, leucocytosis, and 
the death or injuring of fixed and wandering cells. 


‘THERAPEUTICS, 

I think you will agree that those pathological 
eniities, superficial as they must be in a paper of 
this kind, offer to us as clinicians tangible ground- 
work upon which to build reasoned therapeutical 
measures and ideals. Let us now take the diseases 
discussed seriatim. 

Colic in the horse, although in itself a benign 
disease, sometimes develops into a terminal phase 
which leads to complications ending in death ; there- 
fore it must not be considered in any perfunctory 
light. The bowels, laden with effete material, 
heavily charged with active bacteria and their toxins, 
must be relieved of their contents: this is accom- 
plished by laxatives and enemas, but as a horse has 
some ninety feet of intestine, as you are aware, the 
procedure is slow. Nevertheless, [ prefer the mildly 
acting linseed or castor oil to the more drastic aloes, 
and I seldom have recourse to such potent alkaloids 
as physostygmine and arecoline. In the meantime, 
the more immediate symptoms must be counteracted, 
the most important of which, of course, is pain. 
In the choice of an anodyne we must select those 
which do not diminish secretion or clog the eliminative 
system. Opium, therefore, of all agents, must be 
tabooed. The bacterial flora being in the ascendant, 
agents possessing sedative and anti-zymotic proper- 
ties are to be doubly commended, and here we 
have nothing better than chloral hydrate and camphor. 
In our efforis to develop a more sterile condition of the 
bowel contents, such agents as resorcin, carbolie acid 
and small doses of calomel are to be recommended. 
The toxemic products of intestinal stasis must be 
eliminated by the skin and the kidneys by diffusable 
stimulants, such as turpentine, which, by reason of 
its volatility, is rapid in action. Another valuable 
eliminator, which, during some fifteen years of con- 
stant use, has given me unqualified results, is the 
subcutaneous injection of normal saline solution. 
The modus operandi is as follows: *One half to one 
gallon of water is boiled and common salt added, the 
strength being one teaspoonful to the pint. When 
cooled to blood heat it is injected over the scapular 
region. For this purpose I use an ordinary human 
enema syringe to which is attached a bayonet- 
pointed needle, and the whole of the fluid is injected. 
Saline solution thus used equalises the circulation, 
washes the blood by flushing the eliminative organs, 
stimulates the secretory organs, and counteracts pain. 
Or saline lavage, by means of the stomach pump, 
as advocated by Lang, may be practised, for it has 
the advantage of being scientific in conception 
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and successful in results. The ammonia and nux 
vomica treatment, as recommended by Reeks, 
acting as neuro-muscular stimulants is also sound 
therapy. Where fermentation takes place, acid as 
well as gas forms, in which case anti-ferment agents 
as well as anti-acids are called for, the most useful 
of these being carbolic acid, resorcin, sulpho-carbolate 
of soda, bi-carbonate of soda, ammonia. Where 
the gas is cumulative and excessive, tapping, of 
course, is indicated. 

In discussing the treatment for diarrhoea it is 
essential that we should cultivate a broad outlook, 
and if we can locate the seat so much the better, 
failing which our therapy must be symptomatic. 
The alimentary canal may be divided into an anterior 
nutritive functioning portion and a posterior excreting 
portion, the latter being laden with effete material 
teeming with bacteria. Fortunately, these flora 
in normal health are kept in check, leading a sapro- 
phitic existence, and it is only when the balance 
becomes upset that they become aggressive. One 
cannot help thinking, however, that men and animals 
would enjoy longer lives and better health if those 
alimentary cesspools were non-existent. The milder 
forms of diarrhcea due primarily to dietetic errors 
need not be discussed here, for by eliminating the 
cause the condition will disappear. Where the 
catarrh takes on a more serious form we must look 
upon the condition as Nature’s effort to eliminate 
injurious elements, and we must assist her by ad- 
ministering a laxative, than which there is none better 
than the time-honoured castor oil. I may remind 
you that it is only a small proportion of the oil that 
derives its laxative properties by being converted 
into ricinoleic acid, the remainder passing along 
the intestine and acting as a soothing antiseptic 
emollient. The next step is to render the intestinal 
canal as unsuitable as possible for bacterial growth, 
at the same time counteracting catarrh of the mucosa. 
The agents used for this purpose must possess a degree 
of insolubility, and be comparatively immune to 
the action of the gastric juices, so that they may reach 
the bowels practically unaltered. The best of these 
undoubtedly is tannalbin in combination with bismuth, 
and a carminative such as cinnamon. Further, 
the mucous membrane being relaxed, it should be 
toned up by such astringents as catechu, tannin 
and sulphate of iron, while the irritability is counter- 
acted by opium chlorodyne, camphor, etc. As 
there is usually fermentation with acid and gas 
formation, prepared chalk or lime water are valuable 
agents. Where the feces are foul-smelling and from 
the same cause, small doses of calomel, resorcin and 
ipecacuanha are indicated, and these may be alter- 
nated with creosote or carbolic acid. A more recent 
preparation which has been greatly extolled as an 
intestinal disinfectant is Dimol. 

When the disease tends to become chronic, aromatic 
sulphuric acid combined with small doses of quinine 
will probably prove the best treatment. Where the 
condition is due to a bacteremia, sero-vaccine therapy 
is indicated. 
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For the treatment of laminitis, next to warding 
against complications which tend to endanger his 
patient’s life, the practitioner’s concern must ever be 
to check the progressively destructive involvement 
of the structures of the feet. To attain this, treat- 
ment cannot be undertaken too soon. If the pulse 
is full and bounding and the heart’s action laboured, 
as it generally is, I always make a practice of bleeding 
from the jugular until I obtain a marked impression 
upon the pulse. By so doing, blood pressure is 
lowered, the right heart is relieved, and a given 
quantity of free toxin is removed. This completed, 
I inject subcutaneously or intravenously normal 
saline solution, to which is added pro-flavine. The 
next step is to unload and disinfect the bowels, by 
the following :-— 

BR Hydrargyrisubchloridi... xxx grs. 


Sodiihyposulphitis ... 2 ozs. 
Sodii chloridi... . 8 Ome 
Theriacz seh ao SF 


Aquee ad “4 ae 

M.ft.haust. Sig. To be repeated in 24 hours if 
necessary. 

The calomel, besides being a most useful intestinal 
disinfectant, is also of great service in keeping down 
blood pressure. If the bowels do not respond quickly, 
a hypodermic injection of pilocarpin, is advised. 
The patient is then placed on a course of anti-zymotics, 
B. naphthol, salicylic acid, boric acid and turpentine. 
The laminal blood vessels being in a state of distension, 
almost to bursting point, the hypodermic injection 
of adrenalin over the plantar arteries is of considerable 
advantage. The horn of the hoof should be softened 
by the application of poultices or footbaths, and, 
when the acute stage has become reduced, gentle 
exercise on soft ground hastens the local reparative 
processes. 

In the parturient form, the fountain of infection 
being the womb, that organ must be energetically 
dealt with. Search must be made for retained 
pieces of placenta and their removal effected. With 
a blunt-edged scoop the mucous membrane is then 
lightly curetted and the accumulated material 
removed by the hand. This completed, two drams 

,each of sodium citrate and sodium chloride are 
enclosed in the right hand and liberated in the uterus. 
The hypertonic action of the salts stimulates uterine 
secretion, and this fluid is used by the hand to lave 
the mucous membrane, after which a pro-flavine 
pessary is inserted. This operation is repeated 
daily, until the uterine organ has regained a more 
normal phase. Contrary to the views expressed 
by many, I do not recommend douches in these cases. 
As a matter of routine a careful examination of the 
uterine bacterial content should be made, after which 
the injection of suitable anti-sera and vaccines are 
called for. In those cases where dropping of the 
pedal bone is suspected, immediate opening up of the 
hoof by four or six vertical incisions in the wall is 
advised. The grooves should extend to the sensitive 
laminz, and the foot is then soaked in hot water and 
salt daily. 
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It has been already pointed out that nearly every 
disease we are called upon to treat has, at some stage 
of its course, inflammatory phenomena, therefore 
to add treatment for inflammation at the end of a 
paper is beggaring a subject, which, in order to do it 
justice, would require a small volume in itself, con- 
sequently I can only touch upon underlying principles. 
For purposes of convenience inflammation may be 
treated under two heads—-local and systemic, and 
as the bacterial element is more or less constant, this 
will be kept well in view. As we have seen, a mild 
local inflammatory centre may become clarified by 
Nature’s efforts without the development of gross 
lesions. Simple anti-phlogistic measures are all 
that are required, hot fomentations relieve local 
tension and favour phagocytosis, rest, low diet, 
and a dose of physic, the action of the latter tending 
to lower the blood pressure. Where the inflam- 
matory process is more acute and bacterial aggression 
is in the ascendant, pus formation is inevitable, and 
it is the surgeon’s duty to facilitate the maturition 
of the abscess, and, incidentally, resolution, by the 
application of heat, which increases the local blood 
supply and thereby diapedesis of leucocyies. As 
soon as the abscess is sufficiently matured, lancing 
is called for. It is usually bad surgery to operate 
upon an immature abscess. Some practitioners 
apply a blister to an inflammatory area with the 
object of thwarting pus formation or hastening its 
production. This procedure has always appeared 
to me to be too drasuic and unscientific. The nature 
of the pus must ever form an important index when 
deciding upon the line of treatment to be adopted. 
Where pus is deficient in quality and quantity. 
leucocytosis is lacking. This may be due to a too 
limited local blood supply, for which hot fomentation 
and, where practical, Beir’s treatment are indicated. 
A systemic leucocytic deficiency may be rectified 
by the injection of vaccines, nuclein, and by the 
production of an aseptic fixation abscess by the 
injection of such irritants as carbolic acid, turpentine, 
camphor, ete. A too high calcium content of the 
blood may be present, to counteract which the system 
should be saturated with citrates. A damming 
back of the blood supply may be caused by an 
indurated sinus or abscess wall, in which case free 
curetting and packing with citrates is indicated. 
virulent bacterial infection causing negative chemo- 
taxis, for which nothing short of the complete surgical 
removal of the affected part avails, after which the 
savity is packed with anti-toxic and anti-bacterial 
sera. Where pus is in excess the calcium content of 
the blood should be raised by the administration of 
calcium salts, and where it is due to the presence of an 
imprisoned slough, exploration and surgical removal 
will usually bring about recovery. Finally, where 
pus or even serum stagnates, the remedy lies in free 
drainage. Where the inflammatory condition is 
located in an internal organ, no hard and fast rule can 
be laid down : each case must be treated on its merits. 

hus, if the patient is plethoric with a high blood 
pressure phlebotomy relieves an overworked heart. 
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reduces tension, and removes toxins. Counter 
irritation, too, particularly in the early stages, has its 
useful functions. To overcome bacterial aggression 
the protective body forces must be activated by 
suitable vaccines, or, if the vitality is too low, by 
appropriate anti-sera. During the metabolic changes 
toxins form which have a depressing influence upon 
the whole metabolism, and are liable to cause death 
by paralysis of the vital centres. These may be 
counteracted by suitable anti-toxic sera, and their 
elimination hastened by activating the excretory 
organs by laxative, diuretic and diaphoretic agents. 
All inflammatory diseases being painful, and pain 
tending to kill by exhaustion, sedative agents form a 
valuable group, especially in the early stages, bui 
they must not be pushed so far as to interfere with 
the physiological functioning of any one organ or 
organs, especially the excretory organs. 

[ close this rather lengthy preamble in a confessional 
spirit. [have raised some points which you may con- 
sider speculative and perhaps eminently unorthodox. 
but I venture to think they are healthy speculations, 
and I would remind you that, so long as medicine 
remains an inexaci science, so long will the student be 
privileged to preach what may appear to be mild 
heresy and occasionally be permitted to depart from 
following blind orthodoxy. 

Further, by leaving, somewhat, the beaten track 
greater scope is given for free discussion, which, I 
consider, will be of much greater value than the 
context of my paper. Of medical science we know 
much, but in the light of what we do not know it is 
as nothing, and the old philosopher’s dictum still 
holds good :-‘ The more I study, the more I learn, 
the less I seem to know; one fact unfolds itself 
before my eyes as soon as [I have made myself master 
of another.” 

(To be continued.) 


Royal Counties V.M.A. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
aianiienia 

The Annual General Meeting of this Association 
was held at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, on 
Friday afternoon, January 26th. 

The President, Mr. J. R. Baxter (Lechlade) was 
in the chair, and there were also in* attendance :— 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh (London), Mr. E. Brown (London), 
and Mr. F. W. Willett (Staines), Vice-Presidents ; 
Mr. R. J. Verney (Oxford), Hon. Auditor; Mr. G. 
P. Male (Reading), Hon. Treasurer; Major P. J. 
Simpson (Maidenhead), Hon. Secretary; Major H. 
C. Jagger (Buckingham), Captain Little (Reading), 
and Mr. J. Willett (London). 

Major Dunkin (Canterbury), President of the South 
Eastern Veterinary Medical Association, was present 
as a Visitor. 

Arising out of the minutes, the Hon. SECRETARY 
pro tem. (Major Simpson) read a message from Major 
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Catmur (Abingdon), thanking the Association for its 
vote of condolence on the death of his wife. 

Also arising from the minutes, two resolutions 
had been forwarded to the National Association, 
one of which was asking for a committee to be formed 
to consider the charges to be made for inspecting 
cows under the Milk and Dairies Act of 1922, to 
secure uniformity. This had been discussed by the 
National Association, which had decided that a 
committee should be formed, consisting of one delegate 
from each division. He (the Secretary) communi- 
cated with Mr. Male, on account of the short time, 
and Mr. Male kindly undertook to act as their delegate, 
he feeling confident the selection would be acceptable. 
But, on the day of the meeting, Mr. Male was laid 
up in bed; and as he (Major Simpson) happened to 
be at the meeting of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons prior to the meeting, and there 
was no time to do anything else, he thought he would 
act as the delegate; but, fortunately, Mr. Slocock 
turned up, and he consented to act as the delegate, 
though he (Major Simpson) also remained at the 
meeting. The fees were discussed, and a certain 
minimum was agreed to by the Committee, who 
were to report to the Council of the National Society, 
who would settle the fees proposed by the delegates, 
and it would be heard further what the National 
Society had agreed upon. The matter could not be 
re-opened until the National Council had had time to 
consider the suggested fees, otherwise it would end 
in a tangle if one division began talking about what 
the Committee proposed. 

The other resolution sent up was as to the papers 
read at the Veterinary Section of the Sanitary Institute 
Congress being read in a sequence and discussed 
as a whole. The National Council thought they 
could not interfere with the routine of the Sanitary 
Institute; the Veterinary Section of the Congress 
should arrange this, so that it ought to be passed 
on to the next president of the Veterinary Section 
at the next Sanitary Institute Congress, and it was 
decided to write to the permanent Secretary of the 
Congress. 

Mr. J. WILLETT said it was supposed to be left to 
the arrangement of the President himself. As to the 
Committee referred to, he said that valuable 
suggestions were made by Major Simpson, and were 
acted upon. 

The Hon. Secretary next read apologies for 
unavoidable absence from the following :—Sir Stewart 
Stockman, Major E. E. Seldon, Major G. Rees-Mogg, 
Major R. Catmur, Major W. N. Jurgenson, Major 
F. T. G. Hobday, Captain W. A. Austin, Captain 
T. M. C. Hunt, Captain A. C. Duncan, Captain 8. L. 
Slocock, Professor G. Wooldridge, Professor S. 
Pennington, and Messrs. J. McKerlie, W. T. D. Broad, 
W. 8. King, W. Pauer, J. East, W. N. Thompson, 
S. H. Pettifer, D. Wyllie, 8. H. Slocock, P. Lloyd, 
J. B. Buxton, J. C. Coleman, F. T. Trewin, H. Lepper, 
T. Lepper, and B. A. McGuire. 

He then read letters of resignation from Mr. Wood 
Page (Banbury), a member for many years; and 
from Mr. Pettifer (Malmesbury), the latter through 





living at a long distance, and also being a member of 
another division. 

Major JAGGER asked if Mr. Wood Page was a mem- 
ber of another division, as it would be a pity for him 
to cut himself off entirely, these associations being 
the only means for voicing the views of the 
profession. 

On a suggestion to that effect, Major Jagger 
promised to interview Mr. Wood Page, to ask 
him to re-consider, if he were not a member of another 
division. The other resignation was formally 
accepted. 


THe “ Dick” CENTENARY. 


The Hon. Secretary read the letter from Dr. 
Bradley as to the Centenary Celebration of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, and the 
Fellowship Memorial. 

The PRESIDENT mentioned that the Mid-West 
Division had considered a similar letter, and it was 
decided to form a committee. 

Mr. McIntosu supported the views put forward 
by Dr. Bradley. Many present were graduates of 
the College, and as an old graduate, and for many 
years governor, he felt that the College stood for all 
that was good and noble in connection with veterinary 
science in Scotland. He thought that the scheme 
should recommend itself to the veterinary profession 
as a whole, apart from the fact of being graduates 
or not, because the Fellowship would be a good thing 
for veterinary science. So he heartily supported 
the views put forward, and if that Association could 
see its way to join in the scheme, it would not only be 
conferring an honour on itself, but would be doing 
something to commemorate the memory of the late 
Professor Dick, who did so much for veterinary 
science for Scotland and throughout the whole 
world. (Applause.) 

The Hon. Secretary said he understood that the 
letter was written to bring the scheme to the notice 
of individual members rather than to ask for their 
support as an Association. Individual members 
could support the Fellowship by arranging whist 
drives and concerts, &c. 

Mr. McInrosu thought they should, as an Associ- 
ation, make a contribution, however small, if their 
funds allowed. Individual members and the past 
graduates, on whom the claim was greatest, could 
do their part individually. It would be a graceful 
act on the part of societies who could afford it to send 
a contribution. 

After remarks from Mr. Male, Mr. Willett and others, 
Mr. MALE proposed a contribution of £3 3s. Od., which 
Mr. F. W. WILLETT seconded, and the meeting agreed. 

The balance sheet for the year having been presented 
(showing cash in hand, £24 17s. 10d.), Mr. Verney 
(auditor) reported that the finances were satisfactory, 
and there would be no need to increase the sub- 
scription that year, though there was less income 
than before. 

Mr. MALE (treasurer) asked for directions as to 
utstanding subscriptions, some of which were many 
e ars in arrears. The expenses had been cut down 
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considerably in,the past year. Had everyone paid 
the subscriptions due, it would not have been necessary 
to sell £50 of War Loan, but they wanted ready money, 
and sold this, though it might have been avoided. 

On the motion of Mr. VeRNEY, seconded by Mr. 

cINTosH, the balance sheet and accounts were 
adopted. 

On the motion of Major Simpson, seconded by 
Captain Lirrie, Mr. J. Willett and Mr. G. P. Male 
were (with the President and Hon. Secretary ez- 
officio) elected the representatives to the Council of 
the N.V.M.A. 

Major Simpson was proposed by Mr. J. WILLETT, 
and seconded by Mr. G. MALE, as representative 
on the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, for 
which the collecting box last year yielded £2 9s., 
added to the annual subscription. 

The election of Hon. Secretary being the next 
business, Major Simpson explained that he had been 
bound to resign last November, when Mr. Hancock 
was elected, but Mr. Hancock had since written, 
saying that on account of his position with his firm, 
he could not see his way clear to accept the post, 
and, on being again written to, said he could not spare 
the time as junior member of his firm, and it was 
impossible for him to attend the meetings. 

Mr. F. W. WILLETT then proposed Captain Little, 
whose good administrative work he had seen in the 
past, and the Association could not have a better 
secretary. 

Major Stmpson seconded this nomination. 

Captain Little said the post was a serious matter, 
and unless he felt he could carry out the work as it 
should be carried out, he did not see his way to accept. 

Mr. J. WILLETT then suggested Mr. G. P. Male 
combining the duties of treasurer with those of 
secretary, and proposed accordingly. 

Major Simpson eventually undertook to act as 
secretary if Mr. Male would give assistance in the 
secretarial work. Mr. MALE accepted, and_ the 
meeting signified approval. 

A new member was then nominated by the Prest- 
DENT, and seconded by Major Stimpson, viz., Captain 
Addis (Faringdon). 

On the proposition of Mr. J. WiILLert, seconded 
by Mr. G. P. MALE, the President (Mr. J. R. Baxter) 
was selected as the delegate to the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Congress. 

It was proposed by Mr. G. P. Maz, seconded_ by 
Major Stimpson and agreed after a short discussion, 
to hold the April meeting at Aylesbury. 


THE SALE OF TUBERCULIN. 


The meeting discussed at some length the resoluiion 
of the North of England V.M.A. re sale of tuberculin. 

Major Simpson explained that this arose on a 
resolution of the North of England Association seni 
to the “ National,”’ that the use of tuberculin was 
being abused to the detriment of ithe deiry inicrest. 
and asking that the sale should be controlled and 
tuberculin be supplied only by the auihorised libora- 
tories. The resolution was taken seriously to hear 
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by the National Association, and delegates were 
asked to bring it before the Societies. He had had 
a letter from the Secretary of the “ National,” saying 
that on January 5th a resolution was passed by them 
to the effect of the resolution sent up, that the sale 
should be controlled and tuberculin be supplied to 
the medical and veterinary profession only by author- 
ised laboratories. The Secretary wished that all 
instances of the misuse of tuberculin should be 
forwarded to the National Association. The 
National Association would be taking steps to forward 
their resolution to all County Councils, to Borough 
Councils, to the Ministries of Health and Agriculture 
and all Government bodies, and Major Simpson said 
he had reason to believe that the new regulations 
would come about eventually. The Division could 
support the National Association, though the National 
Association did not ask for support, but for any proofs 
of actual misuse of tuberculin. It was apparently 
known that misuse went on in the North, where 
animals sold in open market with a certificate would 
not fetch as much as those sold without a certificate 
at all, so that in the North they were not believing 
in the tuberculin test. The difficulty was to nail 
the abuse to the counter, and the National Association 
wished to get information of definite concrete cases 
of animals being faked by farmers before the tuber- 
culin test was applied by a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. F. W. WILLerr mentioned an instance he 
reported at the National Association on the last 
occasion of a farmer telling him that any farmer 
could “best” the veterinary surgeon over the 
tuberculin test ; he was told that a valuatle cow was 
submitted to the test, and a quarter of an hour before 
the veterinary surgeon was due to arrive a pint or 
quart of cold spring water was injected into the 
rectum, and the cow, as a resulc, passed the test. 
Unless the veterinary surgeon remained and slept 
with the cow, the consequences might be disastrous. 
It was absolutely useless putting the cow to the test 
unless he remained with the animal to see it was not 
tampered with, or else he must use both tests simul- 
taneously. Mr. Willett himself thought both tests 
should be used. 

Mr. VERNEY: The subcutaneous (est is considered 
sufficient for the big sales. 

Mr. Wittetr: It shows what «n interested party 
can do. 

Mr. MALE said it would be inieresiing to get 
experiments as to how long it took for such injected 
cold water to reach the body temperature. He did 
not think it would be long. 

Major DuNKIN, speaking as a visiior, said this 
question interested him very much; he then 
remarked upon suspicious cases which had come 
under his notice recently as io the irregular use of 
tuberculin. The South Easiern Society had con- 
sidered this question. 

Mr. McInrosn said the Association might write 
and support the National in the matter, and say they 
fully supported the spirit of the resoluiion. Members 
of the profession, especially in the country districts, 
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could help by approaching the Breed Societies, 
members of County Councils, etc., and pointing out 
the abuses of tuberculin. The Association was too 
small to do anything by itself, but members could 
get members of the agricultural interests and those 
interested in stock to help in pressing a remedy for- 
ward. He would urge on every member of the 
profession to do all he could individually, as this 
might have a very big effect. 

Mr. MALE seconded the supporting of the reso- 
lution read; the National Association now had 
a committee sitting, which was taking evidence on 
the distribution of vaccines, serum and tuberculin, 
and were asking people interested to come forward 
and give their views. A _ resolution from that 
Association would strengthen their hands considerably. 

The meeting then agreed to write supporting the 
resolution, only regretting that they were unable to 
supply proofs of concrete cases for the moment, 
it being felt that it was extremely difficult to trace 
cases right through. 


EXHIBITS AND CLINICAL MATTERS. 


Interesting talk then took place over curious 
incidents in practice. 

Mr. E. Brown passed round a photo of a goat 
suffering from an affected spine. and which walked 
on its fore-legs; another of a bull with an extra 
fore-limb and three main digits; the President 
remarking that these exhibits were very interesting. 

Mr. MALE showed a: unusual specimen of fracture 
of the hyoid bone in a horse, which had a recurrent 
abscess in the lower jaw in the region of the sub- 
maxillary gland. He was at a loss to understand why 
the abscesses kept re-forming and the post-mortem 
examination showed that there had been a fracture 
of the hyoid bone ; this might have been the cause 
in other similar cases. In this case the teeth had 
been operated on, and the abscesses opened and 
treated several times. He had found many army 
horses with such abscesses under the jaw, close to 
the bone, and in most cases the teeth were quite 
sound. Was the hyoid bone fractured in these 
cases ? 

Major JAGGER raised the question as to whether 
there was more milk-fever this year than formerly ; 
because he had had many cases, especially in the 
wet weather. When it became dry the whole thing 
stopped, but when rain came on again the disease 
re-comme. ced, 

The PresIDENT expressed the opinion that there 
had been more cases. 

Major JAGGER said that the disease occurred mostly 
in Jerseys, and often when he had finished inflating 
the udder it would be found that the bag became 
flaccid, and the air had gone up the flanks and sides, 
and these were most difficult to get right. 

Mr. MALE said the amount of milk-fever this year 
was quite extraordinary ; he had eleven cases in a 
fortnight on one farm. 

Major JAGGER gave the case of one farmer who had 
twenty cases in a month, but all got up except two. 
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When inflating the udder of one cow he heard a crack. 
The cow died. It was a beautiful cow, in good 
condition, and the crack he heard was an enormous 
tuberculous abscess which had burst, yet she was a 
cow well fit for show. 

Captain LitTLe’s experience was that cows which 
had passed the tests were peculiarly free from fever. 


THe MILK AND DaIRIES ORDER CERTIFICATE. 


Mr. G. P. MALE called the attencion of the meeting 
to the terms of the certificate which veterinary 
surgeons were asked to supply on examining a herd 
under the new Milk and Dairies Order. Any cow 
affected with the conditions named must be removed 
from the herd and “disposed of,’ according to the 
Regulations. As to “ retained placenta,” it seemed 
to him to be a serious business if such cases had to be 
discarded. 

Captain LirrLe thought it did not mean that the 
animal had to be sold for the butcher or got off the 
farm, but only isolated. 

Mr. MALE remarked that the Regulations said the 
producer must take steps to remove them from the 
herd, and must inform the licensing authority how 
such animals had been disposed of. 

Captain LiTTLE said a lot of responsibility was 
placed on a veterinary inspector. If the cow was 
isolated and treated, and then brought back, she was 
‘ disposed of ’ from the rest. 

Mr. MALE asked, if farmers had to sell all such 
cases where would they get their milk? It would 
put the veterinary inspectors in an awkward position, 
and be a serious matter for the farmer. 

If they had put metritis instead of retained placenta, 
it would be better (as a great many cows retained the 


| Placenta for some days), and he thought the rules 


should be amended or explained. This was the first 
time he had seen the list of diseases in print. What 
also exactly was meant by induration of the udder ? 
He thought the diseases mentioned in that Order 
should be considered by the National Association. 
The Council of the College had never been consulted 
over that matter. 

On the motion of Mr. MALE, seconded by Major 
Simpson, the meeting resolved to call the attention 
of the National Association to that matter. And 
Mr. Male was asked to mention at the next meeting 
of the “National,” the list of diseases in the 
Form D in Circular No. 356 issued by the Ministry of 
Health in connection with the Milk and Dairies 
Amendment Act, 1922. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


The Prestpent (Mr. J. R. Baxter) then proceeded 
to deliver his inaugural address, which was as follows : 

Gentlemen,— 

I must first of all thank you most sincerely for the 
great honour you have done me in electing me Presi 
dent of what, I believe, is one of the oldest Veterinary 
Associations in the country. I am afraid you 
have not made a very sound choice, but with your 
support and under the guidance of our most capable 
Secretary, I will do my best. 
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The value of these Associations is very great, and 
it is a continued source of amazement to me that so 
few practitioners even attend meetings, for I am sure 
we all, even the greatest among us, benefit in many 
ways from the papers and discussions brought forward. 
The social intercourse with fellow practitioners is, 
also, a great asset, and the widening of outlook from 
the exchange of ideas must be of immense value for 
the advancement of the profession as a whole and 
save the individual from getting into a hopeless rut. 

I notice some recent correspondence in the Record 
concerning the constitution of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, and I think Professor Gorton is 
right when he says that there should be properly 
constituted divisions of this body, but I cannot agree 
that the subscriptions should be only to the main 
body. The local associations surely could not 
carry on without this, which is usually so small in 
amount that it should deter no one from joining. 
Would it not combine local and central interests better 
if the whole subscription were, in the first place, 
paid to the local society, which would then be 
responsible to the main body? I look upon the 
National as the directing body, more concerned with 
politics and propaganda than with the scientific 
side, which, I think, belongs more to the local bodies, 
and my idea is that it should be composed of a per- 
manent secretary and staff and a delegate or delegates 
from each of the local bodies. It would then be in a 
position to know the exact feeling of the whole pro- 
fession throughout the country, and could give valuable 
advice to all and sundry, and work hand-in-hand 
with the Council of the R.C.V.S. for the advancement 
of the profession. 

[ have recently seen a map published by a certain 
trade association which divides the whole country 
into ten definite sections, each of which has its centre 
and secretary, and each section pays pro rata sub- 
scriptions for its membership to the central governing 
body in London. Our sections should probably be 
smaller, and could of course be varied to suit existing 
circumstances. Now, it seems to me that if the 
National could take our local associations under its 
wing in a similar manner, and divide the country into 
definite areas, so that every practitioner knew at a 
glance to which association he should belong, they 
would be doing a great work. 

All this probably means the employment of a whole- 
time organiser, but it would surely be worth doing 
—for organisation wins all the way in these days, 
and the closer the profession is knit together the more 
chance it will have of proving its merits and preserving 
its existence. I should like to see the College motto, 
Vis unita Fortior, indelibly tatooed on every graduate 
as a perpetual reminder. 

There is a paragraph at the end of an Editorial in 
Veterinary Medicine for October, 1922, which, I 
think, very neatly describes our case; it reads :-— 
“To hold the ground we have won, we must advertise, 
and we must advertise in the way that will not bring 
us into the realm of mere trades. Our worth is not 
known. It must be made known. We must 
advertise by organising everywhere. Every locality 
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should have an organisation, every state should have 
a powerful one, and all these should be marshalled 
by a big national body that will wield an influence 
strong enough to take a masterful hand in combating 
any harmful trend. Anything less than this means 
drifting ; drifting means oblivion.” 

We appear to be waking up to the fact that we must 
push on and not hide our light under a bushel, but, 
as a whole, we are still too inclined to get querulous 
if any one member, deservedly or not, happens to 
get a press notice. The glory of the past is reflected 
on the whole, and what one member can do others 
can, and it should be the business of everyone to make 
the public realise this. While on the question of 
organisation, I should like to bring forward the question 
of the two benevolent funds--the National and the 
Victoria. I must confess I do not know the entire 
circumstances, but it has always struck me as odd 
that a small profession like ours should run two 
benevolent societies when, surely, one could quite 
well do the work and save expense in management 
and many other ways. Union is strength, and 
amalgamation in this case should not be difficult. 

The whole profession a few months ago seemed to 
be very acutely attacked by pessimism, but from 
what one reads in the journals and hears at meetings 
lately, this appears to be subsiding, and good old 
optimism is coming into its own again. — Personally, 
I could never see any particular cause for pessimism, 
but at present we are undoubtedly passing through 
a crisis which appears to be developing very favourably 
for us. We have long struggled for public recog- 
nition and acknowledgment that we are of some little 
use to the State, and it seems to me that every passing 
day proves in some small way that our services are 
at least being recognised as of some public value and 
importance, not only in a sporadic way by the more 
advanced municipal bodies, but by the public at large 
throughout the country ; also—-and this ) think should 
be a still greater cause for congratulation—our 
relations with the human medical profession are 
greatly improving; misapprehensions and jealousies 
are being removed, and we are no longer looked on 
as a species of glorified groom, but rather as members 
of a younger but equally scientific body, whose aid 
in the advancement of comparative medicine and 
pathology may be sought with great advantage to 
both sides. These results are largely due to the 
untiring zeal of a few eminent members of our own 
profession, whose names it would be invidious to 
mention, and to them the whole of the profession should 
be eternally grateful. 

I have confessed I am an optimist, if only for the 
reasons stated; but please do not run away with the 
idea that I think the Veterinary Profession is a gold 
mine; far from it. It means to-day, far more than 
in the past, plenty of hard work-—mental and physical 
if one is to make a decent living, but hard work 
never killed anyone, and surely it is better to wear 
out than rust out. 

Education is advancing every day, and we surely 
should not find fault with the man who is sufficiently 
educated to be able to render a certain amount of 
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first aid to his stock. Take insufflation of the udder 
for milk fever as an example. I know, of course, 
that these things hit us hard financially, but we must 
see that our education keeps advancing also, so that 
we may add to our accomplishments in the same way 
that the farmer adds to his; also we must admit 
that education is greatly helping us, for the better 
educated the man in charge of stock, the more likely 
he is to call in the veterinary surgeon, and not place 
sole reliance on somebody’s much advertised “ cure- 
all.” This brings me to the subject of stock medicines. 
“ Cure-alls ” we can, of course, catalogue with per- 
petual motion—-among the impossibles; but there 
are a few advertised remedies for special ailments 
which have been proved, and if our clients use these 
we must not grumble; what we have to do is to 
supply them with a similar or better treatment at 
the same or less cost. This is a commercial age, 
and if we wish to exist we must, except in a few very 
favoured cases, study the commercial as well as the 
scientific side of our profession. The sentimental 
value of some of our patients is, no doubt, the counter- 
balance to the cost of treatment, but usually it is 
the market value only, and if we value our reputations, 
we should bear this in mind, and advise a client, 
when first called to attend a case, as to the likely cost 
of treatment if such treatment is likely to be a bad 
business proposition. 

These are but a few odd thoughts of a country 
practitioner who really has the welfare of the pro- 
fession at heart. I only hope they have not wearied 
you. 

I shall probably make mistakes during my year of 
office, and I hope you will be lenient; but I have read 
somewhere that the only way to avoid making mis- 
takes is to do nothing. 

At the close of the address the President was 
warmly thanked. 

Mr. J. WILLETT, as one interested in the editorial 
management of the Record, asked the members’ 
co-operation in suggesting subjects for notice in its 
editorial columns, and for personal assistance in 
forwarding matters of interest to the profession. 
All matters affecting their interests in their own 
pariicular districts should be forwarded, and would 
be appreciated. 

On the motion of Major Simpson, seconded by the 
PRESIDENT, a vote of thanks was passed to Mr. E. 
Brown, Mr. Male and the others who had brought 
specimens and quoted cases for discussion. 

The PREstDENT remarked that he would like to see 
more clinical demonstrations at their meetings, 
and it was a point that might be thought about. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. McINtTosH proposed a vote of thanks to the 
President for his excellent address. The President 
had given them much material for thought and re- 
flection, and had touched on several points which 
concerned the profession at the present time. All 
the indications were that under Mr. Baxter's Presi- 
dency the Association would enjoy a very successful 
year. (Applause.) 

The Prestpent briefly returned thanks, 
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THe ANNUAL DINNER. 

This delightful social reunion was held the same 
evening at the Great Western Hotel, the President 
being in the chair, supported by the gentlemen 
already named above, who were joined by Captain 
H. 8S. Dunn, Professor Stenhouse Williams, Mr. 
Mattick, Mr. Allan Mackay, Mr. J. H. Eighteen, Mr. 
James Royle and Mr. A. G. Sims (Secretary of the 
Reading Rotary Crub). 

The royal toasts were given from the chair and 
duly honoured. 

Professor SteNHoUSE WILLIAMS (Reading Univer- 
sity College) proposed the toast of the evening, 
“Success to the Royal Counties V.M.A.” The 
professor recalled having dined with the Association 
nine years before, when he considered himself lucky 
in having been invited ; and he felt equally fortunate 
in having been invited again on the present occasion, 
though Major Simpson gave him no warning as to a 
speech. (Laughter.) All he could say, therefore, 
was that there could be no better way of keeping 
professional people together than by such Associations 
as that. He would like to congratulate the veterin- 
ary surgeons of this country on the evidence which 
was continually accumulating that veterinary 
medicine was going to go ahead more rapidly in the 
future than it had had a chance of doing in the past. 
(Hear, hear.) He (the professor) belonged to a grossly 
neglected applied science, and knew what it was to 
work without the help which other applied sciences 
received. Yet at his University—Liverpool—he 
had had twenty men content to take a veterinary 
degree in spite of having to duplicate their examin- 
ations, which seemed an absurd arrangement, but 
showed that the men were very enthusiastic about 
their work. Professor Williams wished the Associ- 
ation the best possible success, and trusted that in 
the future veterinary medicine would occupy a higher 
place than now. He did not know any kind of life 
more difficult than a doctor’s, although the veterinary 
surgeon had none of the help a doctor could get from 
his patients, but had to rely entirely upon his own 
observations. Every one engaged in medicine 
knew there was no more difficult job than to give a 
positive diagnosis, especially in infant life, where there 
was no previous history. The professor coupled 
with the toast the name of the President (Mr. Baxter). 

In replying, the Prestpent thanked Professor 
Stenhouse Williams for all the good things he had 
said about their profession and about their Association. 
He was glad the professor was an optimist so far as 
the veterinary profession was concerned ; but he 
did not see how he likened their work to that of 
attending to babies. (Laughter.) 

Mr. McInrosu next proposed “The Visitors,” 
and said they could not express how enthusiastically 
they welcomed their visitors that evening. As most 
of them were aware, theirs was but a small profession, 
and their voice was not very loud; so that it had 
been extremely encouraging to hear the sentiments 
which fell from the lips of Professor Stenhouse 
Williams that evening. (Hear, hear.) They all 
felt glad at the presence of the professor, and also of 
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Mr. Mattick, who assisted him. The veterinary 
profession felt it had not been recognised by 
the public, or by the Government, as it ought 
to have been in the past; but they were hoping for 
greater things in the future. Another visitor was 
Mr. Sims, a relation of a past-president, and other 
friends, as well as their good friend Major Dunkin, 
President of the South Eastern Veterinary Medical 
Association, a gentleman well known to all in the 
profession, who had distinguished himself already 
in the work of this science. Mr. McIntosh therefore 
coupled with this toast the name of Major Dunkin. 

Major DuNnkKIN made a suitable, if brief, reply. 
He assured the Association that their guests had felt 
deeply grateful to the members for giving them such 
an excellent dinner and such a very enjoyable enter- 
tainment afterwards. His fellow Rotarians appre- 
ciated it, as well as his fellow-guests, for it had been a 
most interesting and instructive evening. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Songs were contributed by Major Jagger, Major 
Dunkin, Mr. A. J. Sims and others, a most enjoyable 
evening being spent. 

P. J. Stmpson, Hon. Secretary. 


Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns. 








National Veterinary Medical Association. 
Diary OF Events. 

March 3rd—See announcement of appointment of 
Examiners, R.C.V.S. 

March 6th—-N.V.M.A. Provisional Committee Meet- 
ing, Station Hotel, York. 

March 8th--Anniversary of Grant of Royal Charter, 
1844. 

March 14th--N.V.M.A. Committee Meetings at 12 
Buckingham Palace Road, London : 
Biological, 2 p.m. ; Finance and Advisory, 
4 p.m.; Salaries, 4-30 p.m. 

March 23rd—-Applications for Examinerships to be 
lodged at R.C.V.S. 

March 29th—-Notices of R.C.V.S. Council Meetings 
issued. 

March 30th- -Good Friday. 

March 3lst--End of R.C.V.S. Financial Year. 
Educational and Birth certificates to be 
sent to R.C.V.S. for candidates taking 
first year’s Examination in July. 

The above diary appears for the first time, and 
we hope to make it one of the features of the Record 
in future. Will Secretaries of Divisions and others 
interested send to the Editor dates and places of 
meetings and other notices in advance (and as carly 
as possible), so that the diary may be complete and 
always up to date / 

* x & * 

The General Secretary would be glad to receive the 

names of those who have been elected to represent 
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Divisions on the N.V.M.A. Council, so that the list 
may be corrected and that no names may be omitted 
when the circulars are sent out convening the next 
Council meeting in April. 

* * * * 

Only one incident marred the proceedings last 
Friday of the Midland Division. Everyone present 
was deeply grieved to notice the indisposition of 
Mr. Dawes. Only his enthusiasm and love of his 
Society brought him to the meeting, when it was 
obvious to all that he would have been safer at home 
in such changeable weather. We hope he will soon 
be quite well again. 

* * * * 

The meeting itself was really remarkable. The 
Midland Division is setting a fine example to other 
Divisions. The membership is something over 120, 
and more than 40 attended this, the Annual General 
Meeting, coming from near and far to enjoy the 
exceptional programme arranged by the Executive. 
No less than twelve members and one visitor presented 
clinical cases and specimens. Probably never before 
has such a wealth of pathological material been seen 
at any Society meeting. 

* * * * 

Mr. Forsyth (whom we congratulate on his election 
as President) will find that he has a hard task before 
him if he intends to surpass Mr. De Vine. Mr. De Vine 
makes an ideal Chairman, very quiet, very dignified, 
yet, having complete control and keeping well up to 
time, he gets through the agenda in such an easy 
and pleasant way that the enjoyment of everyone is 
assured. 

* * * * 

Mr. Dawes, junior, acted as Secretary in place of 
his father.and carried out his duties as if he had been in 
office himself for years. Mr. Aston’s obvious 
sincerity and keenness were commented upon by 
not a few of those present. There is a distinet 
future before him in his profession, and let us hope 
that he will maintain his enthusiasm and not become 
infected with that insidious disease, Apathy, which is 
a plague amongst us. Mr. Mackenzie, of Market 
Drayton, did a real seryjce in bringing forward a 
letter from the local Farmers’ Union, asking him to 
receive a deputation to discuss his fees. It is just 
such cases which show the necessity of close union in 
our profession, so that we may stand together to 
prevent any union or other body of men interfering 
with our rights as private practitioners. 

# x * * 

Space forbids further comment. Suffice it to say 
that the evening closed with an excellent dinner, at 
which our President was the guest of honour. Mr. 
Sumner made an excellent and very important speech, 
which we hope all our readers will carefully read, 
mak, learn and inwardly digest. 


A New VETERINARY JOURNAL. 
In January of this year a new Veterinary Journal, 
entitled‘ La Nuova Velerinaria,” made its appearance, 
under the direction of Dr, Alessandro Lanfranchi, 
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Professor of Veterinary Pathology at the School of 
Veterinary Medicine of Bologna. It is to be a general 
review of veterinary science, and will deal with all 
matters, scientific, practical and professional, of 
interest to veterinary surgeons. We give the new 
Journal a hearty welcome. 


THE ITALIAN NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


We learn from ‘‘ Jl Moderno Zooiatro” that the 
number of members at the end of December, 1922, 
was 2,060. which was increased by the end of January 
to 2,101. Cannot we, with at least 2,500 members in 
practice in the United Kingdom, aim at reaching 
similar figures during 1923 ? 


“A conference of Devon medical officers and 
sanitary inspectors, on the question of ensuring a 
pure milk supply, recommended that local authorities 
be asked to nominate a veterinary surgeon to consult, 
when necessary, with the sanitary inspector regarding 
cattle inspection ; that provision be made for cleansing 
dairy utensils, milking stools, and flanks of animals ; 
and that persons who milk should have facilities for 
washing their hands and be provided with overalls.” 

We quote the above, and any members cognisant 
of similar arrangements being made should imme- 
diately inform the General Secretary of the “ National.” 





TUBERCULIN TESTED MILK. 





The publication of the new milk orders, under the Milk 
and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, has given a decided 
impetus to the plans for the increased production of the 
higher grades of milk. Farmers who specialise in the 
supply of Grade “‘A”’ (tuberculin tested) milk have 
decided to form an association to encourage the produc- 
tion and distribution of Grade “A” milk from cows 
which do not react to tuberculin. A number of meetings 
have recently been held in dairy-farming centres, and 
also in London, and a new association has been formed 
called the Grade ‘‘A” (Tuberculin Tested) Milk Pro- 
ducers’ Association. The president is Mr. J. Herbert 
Benyon, of Englefield, Berkshire, and the secretary is 
Mr. H. W. Middleton, 16-18 Greyfriars Road, Reading. 





--— 
——_ 





Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and eldvens of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 





The Tuberculin Test. 
To TtHEr Eprror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—In my opinion, Mr. Forbes, in his letter upon 
this subject published in your issue of February 10th, 





has raised a point of much interest to those who have 
anything to do with the application of the tuberculin 
test, and the reply of Professor Wooldridge has only 
increased the interest on an important subject. 

I must confess that my own experience has supported 
Mr. Forbes’ contention, with the exception that I am 
obliged to admit that, up to the present, I have not 
observed the temperature at the sixth hour on any occasion. 
Mr. Sidney Villar, in a paper on the test at the Annual 
Meeting of the N.V.M.A. at Bath, gives records from 
the 9th to the 18th hours only, and it would be interesting 
to have his opinion, and also that of Mr. Manuel, on the 
subject, as suggested. 

It is a matter of great moment to the profession and 
of high importance to the Committee sitting in respect 
of the scale of fees payable under the Dairies Order. 

That is certainly not an ordinary tuberculin test in 
which the period of reaction extends over the 6th to the 
21st hour after application, in addition to being a double 
test. I am much in sympathy with the member of our 
Association who replied to the Ministry of Health that he 
considered that the 9th hour was quite early enough to 
begin, and I believe did so, though I have not yet heard 
what the Ministry of Health had to say on the subject.— 
I am, Yours faithfully, Hocn P. HocsBen. 

26 Manor Road, Folkestone, 

\7th February, 1923. 





To THE EpiITror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—It may interest your readers to know that Cir- 
cular No. 249 of the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, Washington, D.C., for December, 1922, contains 
very full and explicit details of how the “tuberculin 
test ’’ has been carried out in the United States by Veterin- 
ary Inspectors L. B. Ernest and Elmer Lash, of the 
Tuberculosis Eradication Division of the Bureau of Animal 
Industry. This circular gives very useful and instructive 
information re the carrying out of the tuberculin test 
subcutaneously and intradermically, and also in regard 
to the ophthalmic test. It deals further with the com- 
bination tuberculin tests—the intradermic, ophthalmic, 
subcutaneous combination ; the subcutaneous-ophthalmic 
combination ; the intradermic-ophthalmic combination ; 
and the intradermic-subcutaneous combination. 

The before-mentioned circular may be known to your 
readers, and will be found most useful to veterinary sur- 
geons who may be testing cattle for export to the United 
States of America. It is well to be acquainted with the 
American system of ‘ Tuberculin Testing.” 

Circular No. 249 can be obtained from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C., at 10 cents per copy.—Yours truly, 


,J. DoNALDson PorTTIE, M.R.C.V.S. 


Greenock. 





A Census Curiosity. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—It is interesting to note that according to the 
London Census just made public there are eleven women 
recorded as Veterinary Surgeons. The census was taken 
in 1921—yYours, J. PoLLARD. 

Halifax. 

23rd February, 1921. 





The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following : 

Clinical reports from Mr. E. C. Winter, F.R.C.V.S., 
Limerick. 

Report of meeting of the Central Veterinary Society. 

Report of meeting of the South Eastern V.A. 

Communications from Messrs. H. G. Simpson, F.R.C.V.S., 
J. R. Barker, M.R.C.V.S., J. Forbes, M.R.C.V.S., W. Scott, 
F.R.C.V.S., and Dr. O. Charnock Bradley. 














